It is not the role of the RCVS to represent members of the profession individually or collectively, that is for other bodies. However, the RCVS does have a role in promoting high standards in the profession, particularly in relation to education and professional conduct.
The RCVS aims to ensure that it is respected both by the public and the profession as a credible and effective organisation. It must be seen to be objectively fair and open in the way it works. It should not be perceived by the public as run by the profession, for the profession. Nor should it be seen by the profession as biased in favour of the public or unduly influenced by consumer or media criticism. In effect, the RCVS manages the interface between the profession and the public.
2. The RCVS was established in 1844 by Royal Charter to be the governing body of the veterinary profession. It is the only Royal College that is also a regulator, which puts us in a unique position in terms of not only setting and upholding standards, but also being able continually to advance them, for the benefit of animal health and welfare, the public and the profession. We: a. undertake statutory responsibilities as set out in the Veterinary Surgeons Act 1966 -to maintain a Register, and to regulate veterinary education and professional conduct. 
